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SUBJECT: ITALO-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS; GOI IMPRESSIONS OF IMPROVING 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT MECHANISM 

1. FOLLOWING, WHICH IS POSSIBLY OLD-HAT TO DEPARTMENT AND ADDIS 
ABABA, IS PASSED ALONG FOR SUCH INTEREST AS IT MAY HAVE. INFOR- 
MATION DERIVES FROM RECENT REVIEW OF HORN SITUATION WITH AUTH- 
ORITATIVE MFA SOURCE. 

2. RECENT VISIT TO ADDIS OF ITALIAN TECHNICAL TEAM HEADED BY 
MINISTER FALCHI HAD PRIMARY PURPOSE OF RE-ESTABLISHING 

A CLIMATE OF GOOD-WILL BETWEEN TWO GOVERNMENTS, ONE IN WHICH 
OUTSTANDING BILATERAL PROBLEMS COULD BE SOLVED IN COLLABORATIVE 
SPIRIT. PRIMARY GOI CONCERN PERTAINS TO ITALIAN CITIZENS DE- 
TAINED IN ETHIOPIA ON VARIOUS PRETEXTS (USUALLY ECONOMIC), AND 
TO THE FUTURE OF THEIR ASSETS IN THE COUNTRY. 

3. ITALIAN TEAM WAS PLEASANTLY SUPRRISED WITH COMPORTMENT AND 
COMPETENCY OF ETHIOPIAN CIVILIAN COUNTERPARTS. IN CONTRAST WITH 
SITUATION AS LATE AS THIS FEBRUARY OR MARCH, THE ETHIOPIAN 
"COMMISSIONERS” SEEMED ABLE, INDEED WILLING, TO ENTER INTO 
SPECIFIC PROJECT DISCUSSIONS. THEY WERE WELL-BRIEFED ON THEIR 
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CONTRAST TO EARLIER SCENE, THEY APPEARED IN AT LEAST SOME CASES 
TO FEEL THAT THEY COULD SPEAK AUTHORITATIVELY FOR, AND ENGAGE 
THE WORD OF, THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

4. FROM THESE AND OTHER INDICATORS, OUR SOURCE CONJECTURES THAT 
A NEW-AND SO FAR SUCCESSFUL-STRECTURE AND WORKING RELATION- 
SHIP IS DEVELOPING BETWEEN THE DIRG MILITARY HIERARCHY AND THE 
CIVILIAN DEPARTMENT HEADS. HE SPECULATES THAT A "MINI-DIRG" OR 
SUPER-COMMITTEE (REFLECTING THE ' TWO OR THREE MAJOR TENDENCIES" 

IN THE DIRG) HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. OF THE PERHAPS 10 OR 12 
MEMBERS OF THE INNER GROUP, EACH WOULD HAVE A FORM OF JURISDIC- 
TION OVER, OR POSSIBLY MAY SIMPLY BE A LIAISON POINT, FOR ONE OR 
MORE OF THE DEPARTMENTS. EITHER WAY THERE WOULD BE A COUNTERPART 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OFFICER AND THE CIVILIAN, ONE WHICH 
COMPRISES A LIAISON/COMMAND CHANNEL WHICH PERMITS NOT ONLY RELA- 
TIVELY RAPID PASSAGE OF INFORMATION AND QUERIES UP TO THE DIRG 

BUT ALSO RELATIVELY PROMPT DIRG RESPONSES ON AT LEAST SOME 
NON-CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES. 

5. EACH MEMBER OF THE INNER GROUP WOULD THEREFORE HAVE A SPECI- 
FIC TASK ASSIGNMENT, WOULD PICK UP SOME EXPERTISE IN DEPARTMENTAL 
PROBLEMS AND FUNCTIONS. THIS (PRESUMED) IMPROVED STRUCTURE AND 
COMMUNICATIONS PROCESS IS GIVEN SOME CREDIT BY THE GOI, OBVIOUSLY 
WITHIN THE OVERALL ETHIOPIAN POLITICAL CONTEXT, FOR THE 

NEW DEMEANOR OF THE CIVILIAN SIDE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

6. OUR SOURCE SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE USG ASSESSMENT OF 
ABOVE VIEW. VOLPE 
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